22                                                   LETTER  FROM  COURT

*8 We ha\e given the like orders with these to our other Presidencies
and to'our supra cargos in China, and we direct that you will not only
exert yourselves to prevent offences and punish oHcndcis at your own
Presidency but that you give 5our utmost assistance therein at other places.
For this purpose you are constantly, by the earliest oppoituniu, to appiixc
our Governors and Councils at our other Presidencies and our supra caigos
in China of what you shall know, or have reason to suspect, lulh been or
shall be intended to be done there in order to enable them to imcstigatc
and take proper proceedings thereon.

79.    As your proceedings relative to copper mines and coinage aie but
lately received we shall not, by the present conveyance, enter upon that
minute investigation of the subject which its importance deserves; but we
do not hesitate a moment to declare that the contracts ciuciccl into with
Mr. Prinsep are highly prejudicial to our interest.

80.    If it were proper under any circumstances to open mines in Bengal
it must be on account of the Company alone, as the authorit; necessary tor
that purpose and the consequences must be too impoiiant  to render it
prudent to invest any individual or number of individuals with  such
authority.

81.    In regard to coinage by an individual it is also uttcily improper.
The Company are, and ought to be, accountable, so far as can be the case,
for the purity and propriety of the coin of Bengal.    Their responsibility
cannot be transferred, and consequently their authority must not, on any
account whatever, be delegated.

82.    We observe in the original agreement with Mr, Prinsep a po\\oi of
annulling or suspending the same at the expiration of 'three years is tesci vod
to us.   We therefore direct that you forthwith give  him notice oi   our
determination in no event to continue the contract beyond the term of
three   years,   and   require   Mr.   Prinsep   immediately   to   surrender   the
grants or contracts for mining and coinage; and we clo hereby positive!)
direct that from the receipt of this letter no individual, whatever, shall
be suffered to open or work any copper mine or intcrfcic in any manner
with the copper coinage.

83.    We are sorry to be obliged to disapprove of the above measures
in terms so strong and positive because we  do  not perceive  that  \ou
have been influenced by other motives than what  appeared  to you  to
be   the   interest   of   the Company;  but we direct that in future every
engagement of such  importance be referred   to  our  ultimate  decision,
except in cases that will not admit of delay.

We have not been inattentive to your proceedings lespectiny
the appointment of Sir Elijah Impey10 to be Judge of the Suddcr
Dewanny Adawhit, but as that appointment is now under the considera-
tion of a Committee of the House of Commons, and as the Committee
have not yet made their report to the House, we think it proper to wait